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2019.03.03 - Conferring of Ministries at 
the Beda College Rome 

Introduction: 

Forgetting things is not an infrequent occurrence at any age. We can 

also easily take people and things for granted. God never forgets nor 

takes us for granted. We are constantly called to mind and cherished 

by our God. How do we repay and respond to this generous love? For 

our lack of reciprocal generosity we ask for mercy and pardon.  

Lord Jesus, you have revealed yourself as the way to the Father. 

Lord, have mercy. 

You have poured out on your people the Spirit of truth. 

Christ, have mercy. 

You are the Good Shepherd leading us to eternal life. 

Lord, have mercy.  
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Homily: 

What encouragement and joy the readings at Mass this evening 

should bring us. Framed in the prophetic words of Isaiah, our God is 

saying to us, “Does a woman forget her baby at the breast, or fail to 

cherish the son of her womb? Yet even if these forget, I will never 

forget you.” And we know that this is true because the psalmist 

reminds us “The Lord is faithful in all his words and loving in all his 

deeds…How good is the Lord to all, compassionate to all his 

creatures.” Furthermore the Gospel reminds us that it is the love 

between the Father and the Son that empowers the work of salvation. 

Jesus tells us that the Father shows him all that he himself is doing; he 

has the Father’s authority in all that he says and does, with the power 

to grant eternal life and authority to judge the living and the dead. 

Jesus truly is the way, the truth and the life, and through him we have 

access to the life of the Trinity, a life and love that has no boundaries 

or limitations.  

All these promises, all this revelation is for us; to strengthen and 

renew us. It truly is the Good News. How could we not want to share 

this with others? How could we fail to respond to the Lord’s call, 
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“whom shall I send?” You are so filled with the zeal and desire for 

the work of the Lord, that you have come here to commit yourselves 

ever more deeply to this mission. So in the name of the Church I say 

you:  

Dear sons in Christ, as people chosen for the ministry of Acolyte, you 

will have a special role in the Church’s ministry. The summit and 

source of the Church’s life is the Eucharist, which builds up the 

Christian community and makes it grow. It is your responsibility to 

assist priests and deacons in carrying out their ministry, and as special 

ministers to give Holy Communion to the faithful at the liturgy and to 

the sick. Because you are specially called to this ministry, you should 

strive to live more fully by the Lord’s sacrifice and be moulded more 

perfectly in its likeness. You should seek to understand the deep 

spiritual meaning of what you do, so that you may offer yourselves 

daily to God as spiritual sacrifices acceptable to him through Jesus 

Christ. 

In performing your ministry bear in mind that, as you share the one 

bread with your brothers and sisters, so you form one body with them. 



 
 

4 

Show a sincere love for Christ’s mystical body, God’s holy people, 

and especially for the weak and the sick. Be obedient to the 

commandment which the Lord gave to his apostles at the Last supper: 

“Love one another as I also have loved you.” 

By our celebration this evening you are stating that as far as it is 

possible for frail humans to know, you are ready to move forward, by 

the grace of God, to discern what you need to do, what qualities you 

have develop, in what virtues you need to grow. And in a similar way 

the Church acknowledges your endeavour to be of God and for the 

good of the Church’s ministry and promises to prayerfully support 

your efforts.  

So what is your agenda for the future, your spiritual, your ministerial 

regime? As good and strong as I am sure you all are - and your 

formators have spoken to that, or you would not be here in the first 

place – there are still many skills you need to develop, many virtues 

which need to be honed and many charisms, gifts for which you need 

to pray .  
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I would be lacking in my duty and care for you if I left you hanging in 

the air at this moment. Let me just point you in a few directions so 

that if you have not already fully designed your spiritual, ministerial 

agenda, I can inform it a little. Of course, I turn first of all to Pastores 

Dabo Vobis. There is everything you need to create your programme 

for the rest of your lives. But I turn to paragraph 26. It refers to your 

future ministry, but you need to be preparing for it now, don’t wait 

until later.  

“This ministry (of authority and service, this  munus regendi) 

demands of the priest an intense spiritual life, filled with those 

qualities and virtues which are typical of a person who "presides 

over" and "leads" a community, of an "elder" in the noblest and 

richest sense of the word: qualities and virtues such as faithfulness, 

integrity, consistency, wisdom, a welcoming spirit, friendliness, 

goodness of heart, decisive firmness in essentials, freedom from 

overly subjective viewpoints, personal disinterestedness, patience, an 

enthusiasm for daily tasks, confidence in the value of the hidden 

workings of grace as manifested in the simple and the poor. (cf. Titus. 

1:7-8)”  
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In his homily at the Mass of Chrism last year Pope Francis gives us 

further advice. He is speaking about the gift of being close to God and 

close to our people: In closeness to God, the Word will become flesh 

in you and you will become a priest close to all flesh. Through your 

closeness to the people of God, their suffering flesh will speak to your 

heart and you will be moved to speak to God. You will once again 

become an intercessory priest. 

A priest who is close to his people walks among them with the 

closeness and tenderness of a good shepherd.  Not only do people 

greatly appreciate such a priest; even more, they feel that there is 

something special about him: something they only feel in the presence 

of Jesus.  

May this be so in in all of us, but in you especially so. Amen 


